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aNNUAL MEETING
NOTICE
This past year our new Chief, Stephen Oughterson, had not yet completed a full year when Governor
DeWine declared a state of emergency and issued stay at home orders. These orders brought about
many changes in the way our fire department operated. What seemed from a distance as a seamless
transition required much planning and preparation to implement many new procedures in 2020.
I would like to thank our Chief and all our personnel for not just adapting to these changes but for their
resourcefulness in creating new systems to be sure the community needs were met.
I would also like to thank the community for their generous support of our firefighters. I know that I live
in a very generous community and with all the financial uncertainty that came along with the
Coronavirus, your generosity was even more inspiring. We continued to receive a donation from the
Robert C. and Adele R. Schiff Family Foundation that covers the production costs of this newsletter. The
generous donations that we have received from the Thomas Family quite literally put our stations on
solid ground. And many of our residents brought gifts, sent meals, and wrote thank you notes which
were greatly appreciated by our personnel and their families.
We are eagerly looking forward to reinstating our direct community activities including CPR training,
school visits, fire station tours, parades, and festivals as soon as practical - as no doubt you are too.
On behalf of the Madeira Indian Hill Joint Fire District Board of Trustees I would like to extend our
sincere gratitude for your support of our firefighters.

Beth Wright- Board President
What a strange way to complete my first full year as Fire Chief! With gracious support from both cities
and the citizens, we have endured the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and we are looking forward to
getting back on track in 2021. Our Responders had to change the way we do business from making runs
with extra PPE, including masks and gowns, to changing the seating assignments in the day room. Much
like your life, our life took a lot of creative thought and probably a lot of patience.
Some of our firefighters and their families contracted the virus but no one in the fire department family
became seriously ill as a result. Additionally, the firefighters who did get COVID-19, didn’t spread it to
their co-workers. At time of publication, all of our firefighters who chose to get the vaccine received the
first and second dose without major complications. Albeit, some firefighters definitely felt the side
effects of the vaccine, including myself. I experienced body aches, shoulder pain at the injection site,
chills and a headache which lasted a little over a day. My side effects were taken care of through proper
dosing of ibuprofen. Consult your Physician or the CDC website for the most accurate information and
advice. I would encourage all of you to get the vaccine so we may all return to normal life.

Stephen Oughterson- Fire Chief

The Madeira and Indian Hill Fire
Company would like to invite
all residents to join ZOOM for the
2021 Annual Meeting
which will be held on
Wednesday, March 10th at 7pm
The meeting will be held virtually
at the Indian Hill Fire Station
at 6475 Drake Road.
The agenda shall include:
Company Trustee Elections,
Officer Elections and receipt
of reports. Please visit mihjfd.org
for ZOOM link information
prior to the meeting
Board of Trustees
.

Beth Wright, President
Jeffrey A. Evans, Vice President
John C. Hassan, Secretary
James A. Gulick, Treasurer
David Ellis III
William M. Higgins
Jennifer Lightcap
David Parlin
Sam Robinson
Joe Weil
Donald McGraw
Scott Gehring

Our beautiful fire stations, donated by Harold Thomas, are equipped with excellent apparatus and staffed by personnel who
are the best in the business. Over the course of the last two years, the focus of the administration, with support from our
community leaders and citizens, was to increase career staffing. This commitment has had a direct impact on improving
average daily staffing thus improving our ability to serve our communities. The district is served by two fire stations, one in
Madeira and one in Indian Hill.
The Indian Hill Station, Station 64, typically is staffed with
five personnel. The personnel are all cross-trained as
firefighters and paramedics or EMT’s. The crew is split
between the two apparatus, an engine and an ambulance.
If the call type is a fire, such as a house fire, all the
personnel take the engine. If the call type is an E.M.S. call
such as a heart attack, the crew takes the ambulance and
the engine. During the pandemic, the engine crew only
responded for high priority calls in which more than two
paramedics were needed to care and transport the patient
to the hospital.
The capabilities between both stations in many ways are equitable and redundant to serve the most people with the resources
we have. The redundancy allows us to perform duties seen in a typical work day in multiple locations. Meaning, we can run
two simultaneous cardiac calls in either or both communities and not have to call for help from other communities. That’s
why we run two ambulances and two fire trucks. The fire trucks are similar in that they both carry the tools and equipment
we need to do 99% of the type of calls we receive. The engine and the quint can both operate independently on the scene of
a fire or compliment each other without having to duplicate expensive resources. Both trucks carry water, supply hose, attack
hose, ground ladders, medical equipment and can pump water. However the engine at Station 64 carries rescue equipment
including hydraulic rescue tools, heavy duty stabilization equipment, rope rescue equipment, confined space and hazmat
equipment- it’s a rescue engine. The quint carries much of the same equipment but has an 75’ aerial ladder and more ground
ladders than an engine. This allows our people to access above grade, make rescues at height and flow water from an
elevated master stream.

The fire service has seen a number of fires involving lithium batteries and we’ve seen a few in our district over the last few
years. Lithium batteries are great, the technology is awesome and the risk of fire remains low. We discuss the battery fires to
create awareness and to prevent mishandling or improper use to prevent fires. Lithium battery fires occur due to a process
called Thermal Runaway. Thermal Runaway is a condition where the battery creates more heat than it can give away. A
sudden fire or even an explosion can occur as a result of Thermal Runaway. Our research shows that fires occur due to a
failure mode of the battery such as mechanical failure, electrical abuse or poor design. A mechanical failure is a result of
crushing, dropping or penetration of the battery. Electrical abuse can occur through high rate charging or high rate
discharging of the battery. Charging or discharging occurs normally, but when charging beyond what the battery is designed to
handle, then an over charge can occur. The final way a lithium battery may cause a fire is when it is a poor design. There are
ways to prevent a fire involving lithium batteries.

To learn more about the Madeira & Indian Hill Joint Fire Distric

The Madeira station, Station 65, is equipped with two primary
response pieces, the quint and the ambulance. Up until last year, we
primarily responded to Madeira calls from this station and the Indian
Hill station responded to Indian Hill calls. However, technology
changes in dispatching have changed the way we respond to calls.
Beginning in 2020, units are dispatched by location via GPS. The
closest, most appropriate, unit will be dispatched to calls according
to their exact location, type and location of the call.
This eliminated our own
district boundaries and
also helps when we our
units are unavailable due
to multiple calls, the
C.A.D., Computer Aided
Dispatch, will automatically find the closest unit
that is available to take
the call.
The Madeira Station houses our aerial ladder truck, a 75’ Pierce
Quint. Just like in Indian Hill, when a fire run is dispatched, all four
personnel staff the quint. For E.M.S. calls, two personnel respond on
the ambulance and the other two respond in the support unit.
Currently, the support unit is a Dodge Ram while we wait for the
new mini rescue to be delivered, sometime in early spring of 2021.
As a result of staffing investments, we are more likely to staff both
the ambulance and fire truck at both stations to handle
simultaneous runs in the District.

Safe Use Tips for Lithium Batteries
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•

Always follow manufacturer instructions

•

Charge the battery with its original or intended charger

•

Nick Stiens (FF-Paramedic)

2015

Don’t use lithium battery powered equipment improperly

Matthew Stickley (FF-Paramedic)

2020

•

Store lithium batteries properly, avoid extreme temperatures

Alexander Stubbs (FF-Paramedic)

2020

•

Dispose of batteries properly, don’t throw away in trash

Kaitlyn Uhrig (FF-Paramedic)

2020

•

Zakk Van Nottingham (FF-Paramedic)

2019

Avoid damage— Don’t puncture and avoid dropping

Brian Willing (FF-Paramedic)

1994

•

Don’t use lithium battery in damaged equipment

Ty Zimmerman (FF-Paramedic)

2020
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2020 was a year of change.

We embarked on a year that brought

uncertainty, new directives and a constant flow of information. The Fire District recognized
the need for a platform to keep our citizens informed and educated, so we have launched a
brand new website! The address is the same, MIHJFD.ORG, but the content is new and improved.

Notice is hereby given that
on the 12th day of July, 2021
at 5:00pm, a public hearing
will be held.
The Budget prepared by the
Madeira and Indian Hill Joint
Fire District of Hamilton
County for the next
succeeding fiscal year
ending December 31, 2022
will be presented.

Each of the Program and Project Managers in our department submitted content that will
help keep you informed, such as department and staff info, upcoming events and
opportunities, safety information, services, resources and public education. We’ve included
an event calendar to keep you updated on all of our meetings, trainings, and other Fire
Department events. Please refer to the NEW website for upcoming events and ZOOM links.
Take a few minutes to check us out and get to know your Fire Department! We’re here to
serve you!

Such hearing will be held at
the Indian Hill Fire Station at
6475 Drake Road
and via ZOOM

